University of North Dakota

UND Scholarly Commons
US Government Documents related to
Indigenous Nations

Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special
Collections

7-27-1955

Terminating the Existence of the Indian Claims Commission
US House of Representatives

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/indigenous-gov-docs
Part of the American Politics Commons, Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons,
Indigenous Studies Commons, Law and Politics Commons, Native American Studies Commons, and the
United States History Commons

Recommended Citation
U.S. Congress. House. Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. Terminating Existence Indian Claims
Commission . 84th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rep. 1483. July 27, 1955 https://commons.und.edu/indigenousgov-docs/179/

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special Collections
at UND Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in US Government Documents related to Indigenous
Nations by an authorized administrator of UND Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact
und.commons@library.und.edu.

84TH CONGRESS

}

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES {

1st Session

REPORT

No. 1483

TERMINATING THE EXIS'IENCE OF THE INDIAN CLAIMS
COMMISSION

JuLY 27, 1955.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. ENGLE, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompany H. R. 5566]

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5566) to terminate the existence of the Indian
Claims Commission, having considered the same, report favorably
thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill do pass.
The amendments are as follows:
Page 1, line 4, strike the statutory citation "(60 Stat. 1049)" and
insert in lieu thereof the statutory citation "(60 Stat. 1049, 1055;
25 U.S. C., sec. 70 v)".
Page 1, following line 11 , insert a new section, as follows:
SEC. 2. Section 13 of t h e Act approved Augnst 13, 1946 ~60 Stat . 1049, 1052;
25 U. S. C., sec.701), is h ereby amended by adding the followin g new subsection:
"(c) Attorn eys appointed pur, uant to su bsection (b) h ereof, may conduct
h earings, administ er oat hs, examine witnesses, r eceive evidence and rep ort
findings of fact and recommendat ions for conclusions of law in cases ansigned to
th em. Su ch attorneys shall not, b y virtue of such du t ief-:, b e su bj ect to t he
Adm inistrati ve P rocedure Act ."

Amend the title so as to r ead:
A bill to terminate the exist ence of the 1ndian Cla ims Commi ssion, and for
other purposes.
EXPLANATION OF THE BILL

The purpose of H. R. 5566, as amended , as introduced by Congressman Haley, is to terminate the existence of the Indian Claims
Commission on April 10, 1962, or such earlier time as it shall have
made its final report to Congress on all claims filed with it.
The Indian Claims Commission was established to provide for a
final disposition of all claims of Indian tribes against the United States
that existed on th e dat e of the act of August 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1049).
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The Indian tribes were given 5 years within which to file their claims:
and the Commission was given an additional 5% years within which
to adjudicate the claims. The life of the Commission will terminate·
on April 10, 1957.
The Indian tribes have filed 852 claims with the Commission and
102 of them have been disposed of to date; 750 claims are pending in
various states of adjudication. It is highly improbable that the ·
Indian Claims Commission can complete its work within the 2-year
period that remains under the present law.
It is believed that the life of the Commission should be extended
for 5 years in order that all the claims which the Indians have filed
may be properly h eard. H. R. 5566 in no way affects the time for
filing claims against the United States by Indian Tribes. That
question is not at issue in this legislation.
Section 2 of H. R. 5566 was added to the original drnft to amend
section 13 of the act of August 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1049, 1052; 25
U. S. C. 70 (1)) by permitting attorneys employed under the act to
conduct hearings, administer oaths, examine witnesses, receive evi-dence and report findings of facts and recommendations for conclusions .
of law in cases assigned to them. It is provided, however, that such
attorneys shall not be subject to the Administrative Procedure Act
because of these additional duties. This amendment is added in the
full expectation that immediate progress will be noted in the adjudication of a number oft.he c]aims before the Indian Claims Commission.
Hearings on a similar bill, H. R. 5313, introduced by Congressman
Metcalf, were held in conjunction with H. R. 5566.
The favorable report of the Department of the Interior is as follows:.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,

Washington, D. C., J une 8, 1955 .
Hon. C LAIR ENGLE,
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
House of Representatives, WasMngton, D. C.
MY DEAR MR. ENGLE: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 5566,·
a bill to terminate the existence of the Indian Claims Commission on April 10,.
1962, or s.1ch earlier time 3.s it shall have made its final report to Congress on
all claims filed with it. Uncier the present law (sec. 23, act of August 13, 1946,
46 Stat. 1049), the life of the Commission will terminate on April 10, 1957.
The Indian Claims Commission was established to provide for a final disposition of all cla ims of Indian tri bes against the United States that existed on the
date of the act of August 13, 1946. The Indian tribes were gi ,·er 5 years within
which to file their claims, and the Commission was given an additior.al 5% years
within which to adjudicate the cla ims.
We understand that 852 claims we re filed, that 102 of them have been disu osed
of, and that 750 of them are still nending in various stages bernre the Commission.
We also understand that it is highly imorobable that the Commission can complete its work within the 2-year period that remains under the present law .
Under these circumsta·1ces we bel"e- e that S') n: .e extensi0n of the life of the
Co-nmission is justified, bd we are not in a position to r ecommend a specifi c
date. T hat d ate should be deter 71i".ed on the basis of th e infon1ation de- ·eloped
by the cwn"l1ittee hearhgs. The t er 'Yli.,.1.ation of the Co'111nis"ion before it has
had an adequate opportun ity to fin ish its work would be u.,,Jair to the Indians
who have f led their clai'Tl, and w ho have no other foru'll a-·ailable for the adiudication of the claims, an d it would undoubtedly r es 11Jt i mu ltiple rer-: Pest s to
Congress for special j11risdicti0nal acts. f s both the I .dians and the G overnm ent have a substantial inYestment of money and time in the examination of
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these claims, the Comm ission should be allowed to conclude them within a
reasonable period.
The Bureau of the Budget has ad vised us that there is no objection to the
submission of this report to your com mittee.
Sincerely yours,
FRED G. AAN DAHL,
Assistan t S ecretar y of the Interior.

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends
enactment of H. R. 5566.
CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as introduced, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):
AcT

OF

AUGUST 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1049, 1055; 25 U. S. C., SEC . 70 v)

SEc. 23 .. [The existence of the Commission shall terminate at the end of ten
years after the fir st meeting of the Commission or at such earlier time after the
expiration of the five-year period of limitation set forth in section 12 of this Act
as the Commission shall have made its final report to Congress on all claims filed
with it. Upon its dissolution the records of the Commission shall be delivered
to the Archivist of the United States.] The existence of the Cornmiss1·on shall
terminate at the end of five years from and after April 10, 1957, or at such earlier
time as the Commission shall have made its final report to the Congress on all claims
filed with it. Upon its dissolution the records of the Commission shall be delivered
to the Archivist of the United States.
ACT

OF

AUGUST 13, 1946 (60 S'l'AT. 1049, 1052; 25 U. S. C., SEC. 70 1)

(b) The Commission shall establish an Investigation Division to investigate all
claims referred to it by the Commission for the purpose of discovering the facts
relating thereto. The Division shall make a complete and thorough search for
all evidence affecting each claim, utilizing all documents and records in the possession of the Court of Claims and the several Government departments, and
shall submit such evidence to the Commission. The Division shall make available to the Indians concerned and to any interested Federal agency any data in
its possession relating to the rights and claims of any Indian.
(c) Attorneys appointed pursuant to subsection (b) hereof, may conduct hearings,
administer oaths, examine w1:tnesses, receive evidence and report findings of fact and
recommendations for conclusions of law in cases assigned to them. Such attorneys
shall not, by virtue of wch duties, be subject to the Administrative Procedure Act.
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